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Bluesin' Tubas 
 
Audiences across the Southeastern United States have been surprised and delighted with 
Bluesin’ Tubas, one of the U.S. Air Force’s talented and more intriguing ensembles. As 
Bluesin’ Tubas proves, everything about them demonstrates genuine musicality and talent. 
These musicians can play with flair: the group is capable of a huge range of expression along 
with a diversity of sound, range, and color. Most good tuba players can command a five 
octave range, as can all of these performers, but they also produce the most resonant and 
gorgeous of textures. Their blending of tonal colors, technical brilliance and musical nuance is 
both enlightening and entertaining.  And with the flexibility of four gifted musicians playing 
together, the results are full, rich-sounding harmonies that fill the room. Don’t allow yourself 
to be blinded by the novelty of the instrumentation: Bluesin’ Tubas sound is comfort food for 
the ear. 
 
The commonplace or usual is not what Bluesin’ Tubas is about. Nevertheless, the good old 
themes cannot be denied – exactly the opposite. It is music that definitely goes in your ear, but 
cannot be boxed in or easily classified. The group strives for the highest level of artistic 
expression through its varied repertoire. The versatility and talent of these virtuosos combined 
with lush and musically exciting arrangements give the listener something surprisingly 
refreshing. Bluesin’ Tubas isn’t afraid to set serious artistic goals, while at the same time 
incorporating much of the ‘lighter fare’ usually associated with our instruments.  They also 
build upon 50+ years of tradition utilizing the euphonium and tuba as lead instruments in jazz, 
occasionally thrilling audiences with arrangements of popular melodies and standards. 
 
Bluesin’ Tubas has been performing since 1996, and steadily changing the way people think 
about the tuba ensemble. Their enthusiasm for music in those years has led to many concert 
performances and invitations to give workshops and masterclasses.  The music is rich and 
warm – it lends itself to an untraditional voice and makes you want to smile and nod your head 
to the beat. Their music cannot be described in words. You have to listen to it and feel it as the 
sound sweeps across the stage. 
 
The members of Bluesin' Tubas are professional Air Force musicians working in support of 
Air Force and Air Force Reserve recruiting and community relations objectives. 
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